INTRODUCTION
account of fascism, I can only refer them to
the treatises of experts, who exhaust the topic
and their readers likewise. Ladies, or some of
them maybe, are likely to complain because
nothing is said about the love-affairs of the
hero; or they will at least want to know something
about his manner of life. Rigid socialists will
underline the passages in which, as a historian
in the judgment seat, I ought to have confronted
Mussolini with the evidence of his apostasy.
German professors of history will contemptuously
dismiss a work wherein "matters of the gravest
import are discussed in a light conversational
tone," and will complain bitterly because I have
not given chapter and verse for certain sentences
quoted by me from Mussolini's speeches. The
phenomenologists will be extremely angry with
me because I do not use their jargon and have
therefore made difficult questions intelligible to
the ordinary reader. No doubt every one will
complain that great opportunities have been
scandalously missed.
MY   PARTNER  IN  THE   DIALOGUE
For twenty-five years I had, from a distance, been
studying the man of action, and had been trying ,
to  depict  him,   dramatically,   historically,   and
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